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All Together Now!
by Hilari Farrington

Near the intersection of Cherry Tree Hill and Towne Hill Road is a teepee 
that has become something of a local landmark. Many of us have passed 
by and wondered why it is there and what purpose it serves. In fact, it is 
one of many wonderful features of a unique organization founded by two 
talented and determined women.

AllTogetherNow! is the brainchild of East Montpelier musician Ellen 
Leonard and Calais artist Janice Walrafen. Raised in Saratoga Springs, Ellen 
is a versatile musician and Skidmore graduate who worked for many years 
as a public school music teacher in Vermont, nurturing a love of music in 
hundreds of Vermont children. Janice, an Arizona native, has worked as a 
freelance artist ever since graduating from the School of Visual Arts in New 
York. Although she is best known locally for her beautiful ceramic art tiles, 
she is also a skilled artist and teacher in a variety of media and the founder 
of Montpelier’s All Species Day. 

I arrived at the rambling farmhouse, home of the original cherry trees 
for which the road is named, on a rainy day and was greeted by a group of 
ebullient children playing on the front porch with their teachers. After the 
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Nona’s Many Gifts
by Anna Saxman

I met Nona Estrin in 1982 when I rented a room in 
her East Montpelier home, and it wasn’t long before 
she became a very dear friend. I quickly learned 
that Nona has many talents, one of which is an 
amazing ability to inspire people to work together. 
She is truly a catalyst for community, and the East 
Montpelier community is the better for it. 

Nona came to central Vermont in 1969. A profes-
sional dancer, she divided her time between Vermont 
and San Francisco. Soon she settled in Vermont full 
time and in 1979, built an energy-efficient home off 
Towne Hill Road in East Montpelier for herself and 
her children, Hans and Mario. Not long after that 
Nona’s sister Delia Robinson, a talented artist, and 
her husband, Dr. Bob Robinson, also moved to East 
Montpelier. Nona’s children returned to Vermont 
after college; she has five grandchildren with whom 
she spends much of her time. 

Nona’s interest in nutrition led to her position as 
director of the Senior Meals Program and Meals on 
Wheels, a job she shared with her very close friend, 
the late Karen Kitzmiller, Montpelier’s representative 
in the Legislature. Nona also shared her knowledge 
by teaching nutrition classes around the state. I 
recall the subject of one of her classes: delicious 
recipes for burdock root. 

Ellen Leonard and Janice Walrafen
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Top of the Signpost
Newcomers Rally Too

by Julie Potter

On a beautiful late summer day, my husband and I set off with dozens of residents on 
Rally Day’s Community Walk. As newcomers to East Montpelier—we moved here in 
late spring—we weren’t quite certain what to expect, but a community celebration 
and a ramble through town sounded like a fun way to spend the day. We were right.

 After letting the U-32 cross-country runners sprint off first, we marched off with 
families, young and older couples, and a good number of friendly dogs. At well-
placed intervals, the organizers had thoughtfully set up water stations and stamp 
pads to mark our progress on paper “passports.” Wandering country lanes through 
woods and fields, we assembled a passport collection of birds, butterflies, and a 
skunk. After completing the full 3.5 miles we felt accomplished and thirsty.

 Later, we chatted with folks over silent auction items and made a few (winning!) 
bids while noting the number of generous local businesses that had contributed. 
Having worked up an appetite walking, we welcomed the potluck supper. So many 
tasty dishes and so many people to partake in them! We especially enjoyed meeting 
and talking with the friendly people at our table. This was one of the most success-
ful community dinners I’ve been to.

 After dinner we joined the sing-along and listened intently to Willem Lange’s 
stories. We have enjoyed his stories on the page and the radio, but it is truly special 
to be right there with the storyteller. At nightfall, we huddled against the chill and 
marveled at one of the best fireworks shows that we have ever seen!

Rally Day was a great event. We thank the organizers for all their work making it 
happen, and look forward to attending again next year.

–Julie Potter and her husband Richard Raubertas are new residents of North Street.
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Keeping Strong and Fit
by Wendy Soliday

On Monday and Thursday mornings from 9–10 a.m. there is an exercise program 
available to anyone over 40 at the Four Corners School. Taught by trained volun-
teers Paulie Coburn and Diana Fielder, this popular program includes stretching, 
light weights, and balance exercises. It is based on a program developed by Tufts 
University and designed for building strong bones and keeping flexible. Stop by to 
join in or call Paulie at 223-6886 or Diana at 223-6548 if you have questions. 
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Nona’s Many Gifts (continued from page 1)

Nona has a life-long interest in nature. At age six, she was 
dubbed the “Bird Girl of Princeton” because she had a pet blue 
jay named Fuzzball who accompanied her to school. When her 
family moved to Indiana, Nona spent many hours outdoors 
observing birds, turtles, and other wildlife. In Vermont, Nona 
became an avid bird watcher, wilderness camper, kayaker, cross-
country skier, and hiker. 

Nona is a self-taught naturalist who loved the subject mat-
ter and became an expert in the field . Her love for the outdoors 
inspired her efforts to preserve East Montpelier’s undeveloped 
beauty. When she began skiing on the East Montpelier snowmo-
bile trails, she joined the East Montpelier Gully Jumpers to bring 
the skiers and snowmobilers together to benefit both groups. 
Before long, a Trails Committee was formed under the helpful 
encouragement of Jean Cate. The group was concerned that 
East Montpelier was losing its farms. Nona envisioned a network 
of trails throughout the town as one means of sustaining the 
rural character of the community. Nona hiked throughout the 
town and visualized where the trails should be located. That 
in itself was a major accomplishment. But Nona went further, 
and with the help of the committee and the town, she worked 
tirelessly with landowners to obtain easements. She and her 
dedicated volunteers pursued state, federal, and private grants 
and donations to cover expenses. Many people worked together 
for a common good, and the East Montpelier trails were born. 

Twelve miles of walking trails within the town now make up the 
system within the town, with more to be added in the future. 
These trails provide an excellent way to peacefully explore East 
Montpelier’s beautiful forests, fields, and streams. 

Although Nona retired from her state position in 1995, she 
was hardly idle. She combined her interest in nature with her 
interest in art and taught herself to paint watercolors of flora 
and fauna while she was outside observing. Soon she and her 
husband, Vermont State Naturalist Emeritus Charles Johnson, 
combined their talents to produce In Seasons: A Natural History 
of the New England Year. Charles contributed essays on natural 
history that were accompanied by Nona’s superb field illustra-
tions and notes from her many forays around New England. This 
impressive book was published in 2002 by the University Press 
of New England. Since then, Nona has been sought after as a 
teacher of nature journaling. 

Nona also worked for Country Walkers, putting her naturalist 
skills to work and sharing her knowledge and insights as a tour 
guide for vacationers. She continues to share her observations 
with the community through her regular feature in Montpelier’s 
newspaper The Bridge. 

To foster her neighborhood community, Nona and Rachel 
Grossman came up with the idea of hosting neighborhood din-
ners. Neighbors share meals and stories weekly—it has become a 
delicious way to keep connections with the community. 

Nona never went to school to become a professional dancer; 
she did not attend graduate school to obtain a Ph.D. in natural 
science or an MBA in community organizing; she never went 
to art school; but she became truly expert in all of these areas. 
Wherever Nona is, she will be inspiring and encouraging people 
to work together to protect our community. 

–Anna Saxman is an attorney who lives on Bliss Road with her 
husband, Rob Halpert, and their daughter Julie.

***Sketches throughout this issue were drawn by Nona.***

Nona Estrin
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AllTogetherNow! (continued from page 1)

children compared shoes and rain gear with me, I was ushered 
inside the spacious house where Janice and Ellen gave me a 
top-to-bottom tour of their organization’s domain. 

Purchased in 2006, the house is the perfect multi-use facil-
ity for this organization that offers a state-licensed pre-school, 
a summer camp complete with teepee, and family-oriented 
classes in music, art, and sustainable living. The basement 
is home to Janice’s clay studio where she works on her own 
projects and teaches clay classes to adults and children. While 
downstairs I was proudly shown the new root cellar, which 
was built as part of a community workshop led by Ellen’s 
daughter. Most of the main floor is occupied by spacious, 
open rooms for the preschool and a large kitchen. The upper 
floor of house, which was at one time a B&B, provides housing 
for residencies. 

Activities at AllTogetherNow! follow a seasonal rhythm that 
is inclusive of all belief systems. From the Winter Solstice to the 
spring celebration on All Species Day, children are taught songs 
from every spiritual tradition. Janice explained that their goal 
is to honor the seasonal changes that remind us that we are all 
bound together. “We are trying to create a model for sustain-
able and community living.” Solar panels, permaculture, the 
root cellar, and rain gardens all fit neatly into the plan.

I was immediately struck by the sincerity and enthusiasm 
of the founders. They had been brainstorming for some time 
about joining forces to create an organization that would not 
only nurture creativity in children and adults, but also would 
be a center for sustainable community living. When their 
individual circumstances changed unexpectedly but within 
months of each other, they decided that the time was right.

Even the name reflects their strong mutual cooperation 
and belief in their mission. They explained that the name, 
AllTogetherNow!, was formed as a combination of Music 
Together, Ellen’s music school, and All Species Day, the event 
organized by Janice. Ellen and Janice meet for a three-hour 
session each week to discuss the workings of AllTogetherNow! 
“We support each other here,” Janice said. “We’ve learned a lot 
about communication.” 

The preschool is the foundation of AllTogetherNow! “Art is 
a vehicle—a way of helping people find their own voices,” Ellen 
explained. But while art activities are central to the school, 
mutual respect and kindness underpin all of their work with 
children. When asked what they found most rewarding about 
this endeavor, they replied, “It’s knowing that we are creating a 
model for children that will continue after we’re gone.”

As I gathered up my rain gear to depart, I asked Ellen and 
Janice what they would do if they had a magic wand and could 
make any wish come true. Prominent on their list was a full-
time person to help with the maintenance of their buildings, 
grounds, and swimming pool. Second would be resident mem-
bers who would have a long-term investment in the mission 
of the organization. They added that they would also wish for 
the funds to retrofit the outer buildings to make them more 
energy-efficient. But Janice reflected, “We find that when we 
have a vision it happens.” Seeing what they have built, one can 
have little doubt that she’s right. 

For more information on AllTogetherNow!, go to their 
website at http://alltogethernowvt.org.

–Hilari Farrington lives with her husband, Benedict Koehler, on 
Markham Road. Formerly the Kellogg-Hubbard Library director, 
she now teaches Irish music and is a library building consultant.

Hot Soup and Conversation
by Jessie Taylor

The Parish House Cafe at The Old Meeting House 
has begun its eighth season. Every Wednesday at 
noon from mid-September through April a hot meal 
consisting of soup, bread (baked on the premises), 
salad, and dessert is served. Volunteers provide all 
the food so it is always homemade and scrumptious.

Presently, we are serving around 20 people 
weekly. This number generally rises during the winter 
months as hot soup and fellowship become more 

sought after. A few people pop up from town during their lunch hours, others come after an exercise class, and others still ski 
right up to the door!

We invite anyone to join us for good food and warm cheer, nourishing for both body and soul. We also welcome anyone 
who would like to join in by cooking occasionally. Transportation can be provided if needed. For more information call The Old 
Meeting House at 220-9593.



5Page 5November/December 2010

But for Bill and Lucy…
If you were at Rally Day and noticed two people in seemingly 
perpetual motion, who seemed to be everywhere at once, you 
were probably observing the twin forces behind this year’s 
Rally Day—Bill Merrylees and Lucy Patti. This dynamic couple, 
along with son, Ben, and daughter, Eliza, made Rally Day 2010 
a day to remember. The town of East Montpelier is grateful.

Rally Day 2010
by Bill Merrylees, Rally Day Coordinator 2010

The weather on Rally Day was perfect, and nearly everything 
else was too! Many thanks to all those who worked so hard on 
September 11 to make this a successful day. This year’s mix-
ture of new activities and traditional events was thoroughly 
enjoyed by the large number of townsfolk who attended. A 
special highlight was the Community Walk, which exceeded 
all expectations: 118 people participated, from age 16 months 
to 70 years, walking a total of 369 miles, the equivalent of here 
to the Maryland border! Folks sure walked up an appetite, 
and the potluck harvest supper didn’t disappoint! Kitchen 
volunteers had to run dozens of plates through the dishwasher 
as the line continued to grow beyond 100. There weren’t any 
leftovers in sight afterward, and interestingly, everyone still had 
room for Vermont’s finest ice cream. 

Evening highlights included a sing-along with the Pete 
Seeger Project, a wonderful visit with Willem Lange, and the 
most phenomenal fireworks anywhere, put on by our own 
Northstar Fireworks. 

Please help with Rally Day 2011!
So the twenty-second Rally Day is history, and it was a memo-
rable one. What most people don’t know, however, is that 
this year’s event was nearly cancelled last spring because of a 
shortage of people available to do the pre-planning. To assure 
a twenty-third Rally Day, we need help in the spring of 2011 to 
plan and organize. In particular, we need a parade coordinator, 
a potluck organizer, and committee chair. 
For more information and to volunteer, please contact
• Bill Merrylees at 223-4951 or 
• Terri Conti at 479-3169.

Northstar Fireworks: 
Thank You!

It’s beginning to feel a bit like a distant memory 
now that it is mid-fall, but what a vivid one! Still 
heard among locals in conversation: “Did you see 
the fireworks on Rally Day?” “Wow! That was 
something.” “Incredible!” “Best fireworks I’ve ever 
seen—anywhere in the world!” 

During the fireworks one child was heard shouting, 
“This is the best day of my life!” as she jumped up 
and down, her silhouette backlit by the explosive 
colorful display that wasn’t letting up.

In Principal Roddy Cooke’s EMES newsletter 
following Rally Day weekend he wrote, “Northstar 
Fireworks blew us away … almost literally!” Thank 
you, Deedee and David Swenson, and everyone 
at Northstar Fireworks. Our community is blown 
away by your generosity for putting on that 
spectacular show. 

See a slide show of Terry Allen’s great pictures of 
Rally Day including the fireworks through the link 
at emsignpost.com.

Ben, Bill, Lucy, and Eliza
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Town Clerk/Treasurer: Terri Conti
eastmonttct@comcast.net

Town Administrator: Craig Kleman
eastmontadmin@comcast.net

Zoning Admin: Dina Bookmyer-Baker
eastmontza@comcast.net

Collector of Delinquent Taxes: Karen Gramer
karengramer@comcast.net

Fire Warden: Jon Boucher 223-7902

First Constable/Animal Control Officer: 
Sandy Conti 479-3169

2nd Constable: Paul Haynes 223-1651

Listers: Ross Hazel, Renée Carpenter, 
&Putnam Clayton
eastmontlstr@comcast.net or 223-3313 x206 

Health Officer: Dave Grundy 476-4300

Service Officer: Rachael Grossman 223-3177

Selectboard
Rob Chickering, Chair

rchickering2009@gmail.com
 Peter Hill Don Welch
 Seth Gardner Bruce Johnson

Planning Commission
Rick Hopkins, Chair, 229-4375

 Seth Gardner Mark Lane
 Jamie Laquerre  Jack Pauly
 Gene Troia Kim Watson
 Ken Santor  Jean Vissering

Development Review Board
Richard Curtis, Chair

rcurtis841@comcast.net
 Jeff Cueto Clifton King
 Mark Lane Stanley Pierce
 Gray Ricker Ken Santor
 Kim Watson Carol Welch 

State Representative
Tony Klein, 793-6032

twk@tonyklein.com

U-32 Jr./Sr. High School
Ginny Burley
Emily Goyette

Elementary School
Janice Aldrich, Chair 

Janice_Aldrich@hotmail.com
Andrea Colnes
Rosie Laquerre
Trevor Lewis

Rubin Bennett

PO Box 157, East Montpelier, VT 05651
Phone: 802-223-3313

Office Hours: Mon–Thurs 9 am–5 pm
Friday 9 am–12 pm

Town Offices Weston A. Cate, Jr. 
July 16, 1921–September 23, 2010

Wes Cate is gone. Teacher, 
administrator, labor leader, 
historian, author, journal-
ist, gardener, public speaker, 
publisher, land steward, book 
dealer, community activist, 
scholar, and more. He was a 
font of knowledge—especial-
ly about all things Vermont. 
He played a special role in 
our community as a true 
leader—a voice of reason, a 
conscience, an erudite but 
accessible role model.

Few things outside of 
family were more important 
to Wes than local govern-
ment. In the 1960s he played 
a significant role in writing 

Vermont’s laws governing public education—many of which are still in effect today. 
He single-handedly wrote and published several issues of the East Montpelier 
Union, a precursor of the Signpost. He was a constant at Town Meeting (“No micro-
phone needed,” he always announced)—sometimes as a selectman, as our wise 
and impartial moderator, and always as an active citizen who kept us on track and 
accountable. He argued forcefully for the value of a well-attended and active Town 
Meeting, for the opportunity to learn from one another and to work toward con-
structive solutions together. He was very optimistic about the capacity of people 
collaborating to conquer any challenge.

In talking to friends and reading some online comments posted with Wes’ 
obituary, I was struck by the consistency of the messages—reflecting the legacy 
that Wes has left. Students whom Wes taught more than 50 years ago wrote (from 
all over the country) of the challenges he set forth, his gentle encouragement, and 
his insistence on accountability. To everyone who knew him, he was a powerful role 
model. Wes was a teacher first and foremost, and he continued in that role until 
the end. I am but one of the legion of people who miss him greatly. To his family, I 
offer most sincere sympathy. Many share their loss.

–Edie Miller lives on Murray Road with husband Marty

Weston Cate

From the Energy Committee

Are you finding your outgo is more than your income? The East 
Montpelier Energy Committee has devised a simple program to help 
people and families assess their finances and make some decisions 
about how to bring income and expenses into balance. If you’re 
interested, contact Dave Grundy at 476-4300 or at ddgrundy@
comcast.net.
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Town Weathervane
Milestones

Births:
•	Susannah	Levin	Harman,	daughter,	born	on	

July	15,	2010,	to	Emily	Levin	and	Charles	
Harman	of	North	Montpelier.

•	Ava	Michelle	Woodworth,	daughter,	born	on	
July	24,	2010,	to	Lisa	Michelle	and	Adam	Neil	
Woodworth.

•	Riese	Elizabeth	Oakes,	daughter,	born	on	
August	18,	2010,	to	Martha	Elizabeth	
Trombley	and	Shane	Richard	Oakes.

Marriages:
•	Burton	W.	Spooner	III	and	Monique	Karen	

Trepanier	married	August	14,	2010.
•	Brea	Christine	Lipe	and	Kenneth	Maynard	

Smith	married	August	21,	2010.
•	Crystal	Lee	Vivian	and	Philip	Roger	Williams	

Jr.	married	September	21,	2010.
Deaths:
•	Shirley	Wright	died	August	2,	2010,	mother	of	

Heather	Wright	Bushey.
•	Winona	M.	Greaves	died	August	22,	2010,	

mother	of	Pauline	Coburn.
•	Howard	S.	Yahm	died	September	14,	2010,	

spouse	of	Elinor	Yahm.
•	Marjorie	R.	Donnelly	died	September	14,	

2010,	spouse	of	the	late	Donald	Donnelly,	
former	residents.

•	Claire	R.	Pierce	died	October	9,	2010,	spouse	
of	Stanley	Pierce	and	mother	of	Jeffrey	and	
Jonathan	Pierce.

•	Weston	A.	Cate,	Jr.	died	September	23,	2010,	
spouse	of	the	late	Jean	Cate,	father	of	Weston	
Cate,	III,	Paul	Cate	&	spouse	Sandal	Cate,	
David	Cate	&	spouse	Margaret	Fanning	and	
grandfather	to	Austin	and	Logan	Cate	and	
Alison	Fanning.

land transfers:
•	Garey	G.	Kreis	to	Christopher	Connor,	

1.1 acres	&	dwelling,	Cummings	Rd.	
•	Rickey	L	Gordon	to	Margaret	LaPorte,	

Trustee,	10.8	acres,	Towne	Hill	Rd.	
•	Ronald	N.	&	Marlene	B.	Kirkpatrick	to	Steven	

H.	&	Nancy	N.	Cook,	2.08	acres	&	dwelling,	
Elisha	Smith	Rd.

•	Bryan	&	Michelle	Bedell	to	Matthew	
Greenberg	&	Carolyn	Lorenz-Greenberg,	
14.5 acres	&	dwelling,	Center	Rd.	

•	 James	R.	Pinardi	to	Sarah	W.	Pinardi,	3.41	acres	
&	dwelling,	Barnes	Rd.	

•	Margaret	Loftus	to	Margaret	Loftus	&	Jeffrey	
L.	Raymond,	3	acres	&	dwelling,	VT	214.	

•	Larry	L.	Holt	to	Larry	L.	&	Sandra	D.	Holt,	
1 acre	&	dwelling,	Lyle	Haven	Rd.	

•	Amy	B.	&	John	G.	Lessard	to	Midfirst	Bank,	
0.76	acre	&	dwelling,	VT14	S.	

•	Matthew	K.	&	Janet	A.	Bigelow	to	North	
Country	Federal	Credit	Union,	10.5	acres	&	
dwelling,	VT14	N.	

•	Walter	Steven	Litkovitz	&	Ann	Marie	Giroux	
to	Stephen	V.	&	Donna	M.	Smith,	20.25	acres	
&	dwelling,	Sodom	Pond	Rd.	

•	Thaddeus	Ward	&	Guillermina	D.	Rios-Ward	
to	Wolfgang	Rohrs	&	Louise	Frazier,	8.2	acres	
&	dwelling,	Wheeler	Rd.	

•	 Judith	M.	Clark	to	Garey	G.	Kreis	and	Andrea	
M.	Hussey,	2.34	acres	&	dwelling,	Horn	of	the	
Moon	Rd.	

•	Barry	B.	Rufenacht	to	Barry	B.	Rufenacht	Trust,	
13.25	acres	&	dwelling,	Dodge	Rd.	

•	 Jeffrey	O.	&	Linda	J.	Willey	to	Kevin	S.	Williams	
&	Crystal	A.	Sayers,	mobile	home,	Sandy	
Pines	Tr.	Pk.	

•	Geneva	S.	Woodward,	Estate,	to	Patricia	J.	
Woodward	&	Benjamin	L.	Utton,	27.4	acres	&	
farm	buildings,	Lyle	Young	Rd.	

•	Geneva	S.	Woodward,	Estate,	to	Gail	M.	
Woodward	&	Sayde	J.	Burke,	26.4	acres	&	
dwelling,	Lyle	Young	Rd.	

•	 Ann	L.	Kienzle	&	Christine	Zahm,	Trustees	of	
the	Ann	L.	Kienzle	Revocable	Trust	to	Ann	L.	
Kienzle,	13.2	acres	&	dwelling,	Cutler	Heights	Rd.	

•	Franklin	C.	&	Evangeline	G.	Jillson	to	Albert	D.	
&	Patricia	D.	Belden,	mobile	home,	Sandy	
Pines	Tr.	Pk.	

•	Duane	S.	Wells	to	Carol	S.	Johnson,	7.18	acres	
&	dwelling,	Center	Rd.	

•	Glen	G.	&	Esther	C.	Goodall	to	Judson	
Lightsey,	Trustee	of	the	Lightsey-Boucher	
Trust,	2.7	acres	&	dwelling,	Maplewood	Dr.	

•	Ralph	N.	Flanders	to	Jonathan	E.	Flanders,	
Mark	G.	Flanders,	Eunice	M.	Flanders,	James	
W.	Flanders,	Naomi	A.	Flanders,	Deborah	C.	
Flanders,	Elizabeth	H.F.	Bissell,	and	Lois	E.	
Flanders,	1.3	acres,	Brazier	Rd.	

•	Barry	F.	Langer	to	Coleman	&	Jody	Parker,	
20 acres	&	dwelling,	Vincent	Flats	Rd.	

•	 Joseph	M.	N.	&	Lucy	W.	Ferrada	to	Joseph	
Kiefer	&	Amy	Goodman,	10	acres,	County	Rd.	

•	Shellie	R.	Swan	to	Shellie	R.	Swan	&	Linda	C.	
Janawicz,	mobile	home,	Sandy	Pines	Tr.	Pk.	

•	 Judson	H.	Lightsey,	Trustee	of	Lightsey-
Boucher	Trust	to	Garret	M.	&	Kathryn	C.	
Bean,	2.7	acres	&	dwelling,	Maplewood	Dr.	

•	 John	F.	&	Nancy	J.	Zuraw	to	Amber	Fulcher	&	
Marian	Miller,	10.5	acres	&	dwelling,	Putnam	Rd.	

•	 James	S.	Kelley	to	Sally	A.	Kelley,	0.91	acre	&	
dwelling,	US2	village.

U-32 Jr sr HigH scHool Board
June 11, 2010 
Motions	passed	to	allow	two	students	to	

participate	in	graduation	ceremonies	but	
another	student	will	not	be	allowed.	

June 16, 2010 
Motions	Passed:	
•	 to	award	revenue	anticipation	note	bid	for	

6/1/10–6/30/11	at	an	interest	rate	of	2.5%.	
•	 to	award	the	investment	bid	for	the	period	

7/1/10–6/30/11	to	Merchants	Bank	at	a	
minimum	interest	rate	of	3.09%.	

•	 to	transfer	all	operating	accounts	to	
Merchants	Bank.	

•	 to	approve	the	transfer	of	$435,000	from	the	
fund	balance	to	the	capital	fund	for	FY	2011.	

•	 to	approve	2010–11	bus	routes	as	presented.	
•	 to	approve	Jerry	Sklon	as	the	middle	school	

boys’	lacrosse	team	coach.	
•	 to	accept	with	regret	the	resignations	of	

Corinne	Hayes-Colangeli,	Kelsey	Moore-
Quinn,	and	Emmanual	Riby-Williams.	

•	 to	approve	the	appointments	of	Ellen	Dorsey,	
Shawn	Dowyle,	and	Nicolle	Schaeffer.	

•	 to	approve	the	reduction	in	force	recall	of	
Marie	Paris	1.0	FTE	special	education	teacher.	

•	 to	approve	the	Board	Orders.	
•	 to	accept	the	principal’s	recommendation	on	

student	matter	discussed	in	executive	session.	
August 11, 2010 
Motions	Passed:	
•	 to	approve	minutes	from	6/11/10,	6/16/10.	
•	 to	adopt	Copyright	Policy	G2.	
•	 to	approve	2010–2011	Student/Parent	

Handbook	draft.	
•	 to	approve	2010–2011	department	heads.	
•	 to	approve	fall	athletic	coaches.	
•	 to	accept	resignations:	Nicole	Gokey,	Andrea	

(Jette)	Buchey.	
•	 to	accept	appointments:	Brian	Albee,	Science;	

Dylan	Michaela	Daisy	Williams,	Science;	
Elizabeth	Davis,	Blue	Table;	Katelin	Barany,	
Paraeducator;	Siobhan	Kelly,	Paraeducator.	

•	 to	approve	Board	Orders.	
•	 to	go	into	executive	session	to	discuss	

contract	negotiations	and	a	student	matter.	
September 1, 2010 
Motions	Passed:	
•	 to	designate	board	representative	Conrad	

Smith	and	Principal	Keith	Gerritt	to	accept	
the	bid	on	the	capital	project.	

•	 to	approve	the	Municipal	Bond	Bank	
refunding	of	$1,860,000	to	reduce	the	interest	
costs	per	schedule.	
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•	 to	approve	Sharon	Newcomb	as	practical	
arts/physical	education	department	head.	

•	 to	approve	fall	athletic	coaches	as	presented.	
•	 to	approve	the	slate	of	appointments	as	listed:	

Jennie-Beth	Kruger,	athletic	trainer/assistant	
athletic	director;	Laura	Koritz,	paraeducator;	
Heath	Farnsworth;	maintenance	&	mechanic.	

•	 to	approve	Board	Orders.	
•	 to	go	into	executive	session	to	discuss	

negotiations.	
•	 to	come	out	of	executive	session.	
Motions	Denied:	
•	 to	approve	the	tuition	reduction	request.

developMent review Board - drB 
August 17, 2010
Motion	Passed:	
•	 to	uphold	the	appeal	of	James	and	Elizabeth	

Blouin	based	on	the	fact	that	the	permit	
application	is	incomplete	(sections	B,	C,	E).	

•	 to	uphold	the	ZA’s	decision	to	deny	the	sign	
permit	in	Richard	Blake’s	appeal	of	zoning	
permit	10-054.	

selectBoard 
July 22, 2010 
Motions	Passed:	
•	 to	accept	the	Pike	bid	for	Towne	Hill	Rd.	

paving	from	Gallison	Hill	to	US2.
•	 to	accept	option	#1—as	quoted	from	Clark’s	

Truck	Center	to	rebuild	the	motor	on	the	’05	
International	Truck	for	$13,446.83.	

•	 to	expedite	the	request	for	VTrans	to	install	a	
utility	sleeve	across	US2	as	part	of	the	US2/	
VT14	realignment	project.	

August 16, 2010 
Motions	Passed:	
•	 to	authorize	the	Chair	to	sign	the	

Memorandum	of	Understanding	with	the	
Department	of	Environmental	Conservation	
concerning	the	keeping	of	$6,000	until	next	
fiscal	year.	These	are	matching	funds	
designated	for	groundwater	mapping.	

•	 to	accept	the	minutes	of	7/22/10	with	
suggested	changes.	

•	 to	authorize	the	Treasurer	to	take	out	a	tax	
anticipation	loan	of	$500,000.	

•	 to	authorize	the	Chair	to	sign	the	US2/VT14	
Utility	Relocation	Agreement.	

•	 to	authorize	the	license	renewal	for	Marshall 
& Swift Cost Table,	software	for	the	Listers.	

August 23, 2010 
Special	Meeting	with	the	Calais	Selectboard	
Motions	Passed:	

•	 to	approve	the	expense	of	$960	for	a	washer/
dryer	concrete	base.	

August 30, 2010 
•	Motions	Passed:	
•	 to	approve	the	reduction	in	the	Grand	List	for	

Joseph	Cerasoli	for	$1,800	for	the	removal	of	a	
shed.	

•	 to	accept	the	Planning	Commission’s	
reference	sheet	of	zoning	regulation	changes	
dated	5/7/10	except	for	the	Section	7.4	item.	

•	 to	accept	the	Planning	Commission’s	changes	
to	Section	7.4	with	the	last	sentence	of	7.4(A)
(1)	to	read,	“…prior	to	the	expiration	of	the	
permit,	as	per	Section	7.3(C)	above.”	

•	 to	authorize	the	Chair	to	sign	the	amended	
copy	of	the	Emergency	Services	Facility	Lease	
Agreement.	

•	 to	appoint	Gene	Troia	as	temporary	Acting	
Zoning	Administrator	through	Sept.	10,	2010.	

planning coMMission 
August 19, 2010 
The	Planning	Commission	outlined	their	

current	tasks:	
•	Re-write	the	Town	Plan—complete	and	

analyze	the	survey	
•	Maintain	and	update	the	Zoning	Regulations	
•	Decide	what	we	want	the	town	to	look	like	
•	Capital	planning	and	budgeting	
•	Create	a	Master	Plan	for	the	town	
Task	reports	from	the	following	town	

committees	were	presented:	
•	Four	Corners	Schoolhouse,	Hobie	Guion;	

Signpost,	Rhoda	Chickering;	Cemetery	
Committee,	Pauline	Coburn;	Recreation	
Board,	CJ	Flynn;	Historical	Society,	Teresa	
Doyle;	East	Montpelier	Trails	Committee,	
Mary	Stone;	Gully	Jumpers,	Sandy	Woodbeck	

•	A	motion	passed	to	approve	minutes	from	
July	1,	7,	and	15,	2010.

Town Weathervane  (continued)

Four Corners 
Schoolhouse 

Sunday, November 21, 
3–5:30 p.m. “Diamonds 
on Your Doorstep: Benefit 
Concert for the Four Corners 
Schoolhouse” featuring Tim 
Jennings and Leanne Ponder, 
Benedict Kohler and Hilari 
Farrington, as well as Colin 
McCaffrey. 
Advance tickets: $15.00 adults, 
$8.00 children (phone 223-4039). 
Refreshments will be provided 
during intermission. 

Sunday December 5, 3–4 p.m. 
Four Corners Schoolhouse 
Annual Cookie Swap and 
Holiday Sing-along. Led by 
Celina Moore. 
Free. Cider will be provided. 
If you care to, bring cookies to 
exchange!

Road Update
Craig Kleman, Town Administrator

•	The	major	realignment	of	Routes	2	and	14	in	
East	Montpelier	Village	will	be	largely	
complete	by	December	1.	Sidewalks	will	be	
done	next	year.	
–	A	new	traffic	light	should	be	installed	before	

Thanksgiving	(late	November).	
–	Work	to	move	the	utility	lines	out	of	the	

right-of-way	is	ongoing.	
•	Town	paving	work	for	this	year	is	complete	

on	Towne	Hill,	Quaker	Hill,	and	Vincent	Flats	
Roads.	

•	Work	on	the	Singing	Bridge	in	North	
Montpelier	will	begin	in	June	2011.	

•	Work	on	the	Village	bridge	to	Route	14	is	not	
yet	scheduled.
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Many Thanks to the Auction Donors
The Signpost Staff

Each year the Silent Auction on Rally Day raises much of the money needed to print and mail the Signpost to every resident of 
East Montpelier free of charge. The auction was very successful this year, netting over $4,000. Many of the regular Signpost vol-
unteers also helped with the auction, including co-chair Barbara Ploof. In addition we had help from many others: Joan Witham, 
co-chair; Deborah Fillion, certificate maker; Nancy Bisson, Kate Rader; Carroll Witham; Allen Ploof; Irene Stotts; Rhoda Carroll; Jan 
Crossan; Karin Omasta; Sally Longhi; David Fletcher; Barbara Brown. Many thanks to all. In addition we are grateful to the larger-
than-ever number of donors who gave items or services to be in the auction. And the bidders were of course an essential part of 
the auction too. We thank all of you as well. Below is list of the donors of items and services.

Chris & Jim Abrams
Adamant Co-op
Agway Montpelier
Ted Allen
Arco Energy
Black Rock Coal
David Blosser
J. Boyer Design
Bragg Farm
Sherrie Brewster
Cacicio’s Heating
Ginny Callan
Cabot Creamery
Capitol Grounds
Casella Waste Mgt
Cate Farm
Paul & Sandal Cate
Center Farm (Zimmerman/ 

McCollister)
Susan (Charlie) Catlin
Central Vermont Humane 

Society
Bruce Chapell
Jennifer Cherkasov

Rob & Rhoda Chickering
Put & Sue Clayton
Dave Coburn
Country Club of Barre
Crossroad Auto Repair
Richard Czaplinski
Delairs Carpet
Delairs Driving Range
The Drawing Board
Dudley’s Store
E. Montpelier Home 

Center
Nona Estrin/Charles 

Johnson
Diana Fielder
First in Fitness
Fontaine Forestry & 

Millwork
Gilles Sales & Service
Gallery of Cabinets
James Goodall
Green Heart Massage
Green Mtn Hooked Rugs

Green Mtn. Natural 
Health

Dave & Darlene Grundy
John F. Hall
Rob Halpert
Jamie Hansen
Miriam Hansen
Hudson Property 

Maintenance
Chris Hull
Jan’s Beauty Boutique
Tim Jennings & Leanne 

Ponder
Steve & Laurie Justis
Shirley & Cliff King
Leatherwood Farm
Amy Lepage-Hansen
Cricket Liebermann
Janet MacLeod
Manghi’s Bread
Colin McCaffrey
PW McCoy Corp
Mekkelsen Trailer Sales
Bill Merrylees

Edie Miller
Celina Moore
Morse Garage
Morse Sugar Shack
Morse Touring Center
Florence & Elliott Morse
Jessica Moseley Event 

Planning
Sue Mugford
New England Culinary 

Institute
NorthCountry Credit Union
Karin Omasta
Paris by Design
Arlene Perkins
Plainfield Hardware & Deli
Barbara Ploof
Angela Pursell 

Photography
Kate Rader
rb technologies
Lori Rice
Screamin’ Ridge Farm
Shaline Bridal

Shear Elegance by Ellen
Ann Sherman
Sign Here
Sparrow Farm
Cherie Staples
Loring Starr Gardening
Jane & Dick Staudt
Mary Stone Creations
Sundara Spa
Thistle Hill Pottery
Cindy Tomaszewicz
Sylvia Tosi
Vermont Compost 

Company 
Vermont Country Campers
Vermont Mountaineers
Jean Vissering
Janice Walrafen Art Tiles
Wash & Wag
Washington Electric Coop
Wheeler Homestead
Marilyn (Molly) Wingersky
The World
Flo Young

East Montpelier Fire District #1 
Is Officially Established

by Steve Gilman, Chair EM Fire District Organizational Committee

Well, it is finally official! The Selectboard has established the 
East Montpelier Fire District #1. Our very first meeting as a Fire 
District was scheduled for October 20th in the Community 
Room at the new Fire Station. As of this printing of the 
Signpost, we will have elected our Prudential Committee, 
adopted bylaws, and set the date for our annual meeting. 
It has been quite a learning experience for all our organiza-
tional committee volunteers. We sincerely thank them, the 
Selectboard, and state officials for their assistance. We could 
not have accomplished so much without all the support. 

We will continue working through all the required steps 
to put us in the position of bringing the Crystal Springs Water 
System into local control. This is a very positive step forward for 
the Village of East Montpelier’s current and future water needs.

Please visit our website for up-to-date information 
(www.emfiredistrict.org). For further information or ques-
tions, please contact any committee member (listed on our 
website) or the Town Administrator, Craig Kleman.

Local Brownie Troop 
Holds Clothes Drive

East Montpelier Brownies are looking for winter apparel in 
good condition to include (but not limited to) jackets, ski 
pants, mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and boots. There will be 
a collection box at EMES until November 5. These items will 
be available from November 8 to November 12 at EMES on a 
first-come, first-serve basis to anyone who needs them. Any 
items left over will be donated to a local charity. We are also 
willing to pick up donations. 
• Please contact Becky Brown with any questions: 229-9010 

or beckio79@hotmail.com. 
Thank you for helping us help others. 

http://www.emfiredistrict.org
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News from EMES
by Roddy Cooke, EMES Principal

The 2010–2011 school year is off to a great start! This article 
focuses on two important school topics: 1) our Action Plan for 
improving student achievement, and 2) the ongoing work to 
repair/replace/upgrade our physical space. 

Our professional development work to improve literacy 
instruction began last spring. Working with UVM professor 
Dr. Marjorie Lipson, an expert on literacy development, we 
conducted an audit of our current practices. This information 
guided our staff development plans to reflect our commit-
ment to changing our instructional practice so as to better 
meet the needs of all students. This summer, 13 of 16 teachers 
participated in course work hosted by WCSU and UVM, and 
we start the year with a research-based commitment to 90 
minute literacy blocks. We will also identify and implement 
three instructional strategies that are proven to be effective for 
all students and learn to work in data teams. 

Based on community input, the School Board has returned 
to “Square 1” in planning for our physical plant—an approach 
I believe will help us determine the best solution for a building 
that has significant needs. The “Square 1” survey has had a large 
return and will guide future work as the Board determines what 
the community wants for the town school. We will have results 
of this survey at the next School Board meeting. 

We have also received preliminary estimates (very general) 
for making necessary repairs (failing windows, doors, electri-
cal work, kitchen up to code). These repairs/renovations will 
cost in the neighborhood of $2 million. While this work would 
repair the essential items needed to keep the building open 
for school, it would not result in a building that complies with 
ADA rules. I would be happy to provide a “behind the scenes” 
tour for anyone who would like to see, in person, what the 
needs look like. 

Finally, we have been forced to spend over $4,000 to make 
necessary repairs to the unit ventilators in five classrooms and 
we are replacing the obsolete wood chip boiler controls (just 
under $15,000). These are repairs that we felt were needed 
prior to the winter season. 

Despite the physical plant situation, great things keep us 
excited to come to work every day… the greatest of these is 
our students.

Planning Commission News
Rick Hopkins, PC Chair

In May, the Planning Commission (PC) submitted to the 
Selectboard (SB) its recommendations for changes to the 
2009 zoning bylaws. One of the most notable changes con-
cerns adaptive re-use of historic barns. Other recommended 
changes attempt to simplify processes and reflect the creation 
of the E.M. Development Review Board. In September, the 
SB approved the PC’s revisions and added a few other minor 
changes. An October 18 public hearing on the newly revised 
document was scheduled. The SB anticipates adopting the 
revised bylaws after that meeting; they will go into effect on 
November 9 after the required 21-day review period. Once 
adopted, the revised regulations will be posted on the East 
Montpelier Signpost website. Hard copies will be available at 
the municipal building. 

During three separate meetings in August and September, 
the PC met with representatives of most town committees 
and working groups. Each group described its work and the 
particular issues, challenges, and opportunities it faces. The 
three meetings gave the PC a much better understanding of 
the types and amount of work that is underway. The town is 
lucky to have so many talented and committed citizens volun-
teering their time and expertise. 

Each town committee now has the opportunity to suggest 
questions to be part of a survey being developed by the PC to 
help guide its work on a new Town Plan to be completed in 
2013. The questionnaire, seeking input from townspeople, will 
be distributed sometime in 2011. 

In addition, each town working group was asked to inven-
tory capital facilities and equipment within its purview and to 
identify any capital expenditures greater than $20,000 it fore-
sees needing in the next five to ten year period. The PC will 
compile this information and work with the SB to develop a 
comprehensive capital plan for East Montpelier.

Townspeople having any questions, wanting further infor-
mation, or seeking ways to help with the next Town Plan 
development may contact any of the nine members of the 
PC. See the town officers listing in this Signpost or click on 
“resources” at emsignpost.com.

Kellogg Hubbard Library News
The KHL features a full variety of activities for all ages includ-
ing story times, after-school activities, First Wednesday lecture 
series, lunch in foreign languages, international film series, and 
much more. Link to their website from emsignpost.com.

(802) 223-3338 or visit http://www.kellogghubbard.org 
See you at the library!

Thank you Signpost supporters
Contributions are always welcome. Please mail them to: 

PO Box 184, East Montpelier, VT 05651

Gus & Alberta Pacini
Albert & Elizabeth Jerome

Fred & Nancy Strong
Joyce Bean

Laura Brown
Howard & Carolyn Sieven
Bruce & Joan Richardson
John & Sandra Flannery



Maple Syrup • Vermont Products • Country Store
Corporate Gifts • Woodshed Theatre • Folk Art

1168 CounTy RoAd, MonTPelieR, VT 05602
1-800-242-2740 • WWW.MoRSeFARM.CoM

Thanks a lot for your continued support!

Kevin E. Hudson

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Trucking: Slate, Gravel, Topsoil, Firewood
Excavation, Loader work, Driveway repair
Ditching, Culverts, Water lines, Septic lines
Septic Tank Risers, Landscaping, Rototilling
Brush hogging, Snowplowing/Sanding, Fences

(802) 223-6663
Pager: 826-5313

•Free Estimates            •Fully Insured                    •Quality Work

2235 Brazier Road
Montpelier, VT 05062

1 mile north of E. Montpelier village on Rt. 14 (follow signs)

Vermont 
handicrafts

Gifts

Vermont 
cheese

Mail-order 
maple products

Happy Holidays      Let It Snow
We ship 

anywhere

“A quality 
family farm 

shop”

802-223-
5757

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Since 1986 

Pitz Quattrone 

 (802) 229-4952 
pitzdidg@yahoo.com 

Pitz’s House Painting 
 

Free Estimates 

Local References 

Fast, Neat, Friendly 
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EvEnts

Fall Into Winter Fair at the Orchard Valley School
Fri., Nov. 12, 6-9 p.m. Adults-only shopping.
Sat., Nov. 13, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Fun for the whole family featuring local 
artisans, puppet shows, activities, music, lunch, kids-only shopping and 
more. For information, call 802-456-7400.

Kellogg Hubbard Library
Tues., Nov. 23, 7 p.m. The State of Hate in America. Mark Potok, of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center.
Sat., Dec. 4, 7 p.m. An evening honoring Howard Frank Mosher with 
honorary hosts, Steve and Nancy Post. Tickets: $50. 

Four Corners Schoolhouse
Sun., Nov. 21, 3-5:30. Diamonds on Your Doorstep, Four Corners 
School
Sun., Dec. 5, 3-4 p.m. Four Corners Schoolhouse Annual Cookie Swap 
and Holiday Sing-along. Led by Celina Moore. Free. Cider will be 
provided. If you care to, bring cookies to exchange. 
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Tues., Nov. 2: General Election
Mon., Nov. 15 Property tax payment due
Thurs., Nov. 25: Thanksgiving—Town Office 
closed
Fri., Nov. 26: Day afterThanksgiving—Town 
Office closed
Fri., Dec. 24: Christmas Eve—Town Office 
closed
Fri., Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve—Town Office 
closed

notiCEs 

 Selectboard  1st & 3rd Mon   7:00 p.m. Town Office Building
 Planning Commission (PC)    1st & 3rd Thurs   7:00 p.m. Town Office Building
 Development Review Board (DRB)   1st & 3rd Tues   7:00 p.m. Town Office Building
 U-32 School Board    1st & 3rd Wed  6:00 p.m. U-32 School
 Elementary School Board (EMES)   3rd Mon  6:30 p.m. Elementary School
 East Montpelier Fire Department (EMFD) Every Tues   7:00 p.m. Templeton Rd. Fire Station
 Recreation Board    2nd Mon 7:15 p.m. Elementary School
 Conservation Fund Advisory Committee   as needed   7:30 p.m.   Town Office Building
 East Montpelier Historical Society  3rd Mon 7:00 p..m.   Town Office/East Calais 
 Four Corners Schoolhouse Association   2nd Wed   7:00 p.m.   Four Corners School
 East Montpelier Senior Living Initiative (EMSLI)  2nd & 4th Tues   6:30 p.m.   Town Office Building
 EMES Parent Teacher Neighbor Org. (PTNO)  1st Wed   6:30 p.m.   Elementary School

Check it out: www.emsignpost.com 
East Montpelier announcements welcome.
To be notified of new announcements, join 
the e-mail list. Look under “contacts” for 
Jennifer Boyer and give her your e-mail 
address.

It’s a great way to know what is 
happening in town.

www.Emsignpost.Com

http://www.emsignpost.com

