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 Neil Rauh: A Rich, Full Life 
by Linda Cueto

There are some people you meet who are just hard to forget, and Neil Rauh is one 
of those people. In fact, Neil is someone who almost never forgets someone he has 
met. He takes a personal interest in people and, remarkably, remembers their names 
and something about them, even when there are years between conversations. It is 
hard to go anywhere with Neil—in state or even out of state—without his meeting 
someone he knows.

Neil has lived on Murray Road for 42 years with his parents, Louise and Steve, as well 
as their dogs and horses. He has always been interested in trying new things. He has 
skied since he was young and snowmobiled on his family’s property and, with friends, 
on VAST trails. As a teenager he took karate lessons. For many years, Neil and his father 

Mekkelsen RV:  
A Fifty-Year Success Story 

by Art Chickering

Mekkelsen RV is now celebrating its fiftieth year selling, renting, 
and servicing RVs. Its clearly organized and readily accessible 
website shares the 200—sometimes more, sometimes less—new 
and used motorhomes, fifth wheels, travel trailers, and pop-ups 
now in stock. They also have a wide range of accessories and an 
experienced service and parts department. There are now 23 
employees in various roles. That is quite a change from 1967 when 
John and Grace bought the Gochey farm on Route 2 and invested 
$22,000—a loan from a local bank—in a load of Apache pop-up 
trailers.

 It was a treat to share stories and discuss how things have 
changed with founders John and Grace, their son Bruce, now 
general manager, and their daughter Connie, operations manager. 

Photo by Steve Rauh 

Photo by Terry J. Allen
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Top of the Signpost

As I sit at a window overlooking my back yard in mid-October, I marvel, yet again, at 
how lucky I feel to live in this state and in this community. After more than 45 years 
in Vermont, I never get used to or take for granted our glorious autumns. This year 
the weather prognosticators are commenting on the lack of “brilliant” color on our 
hillsides due to warm weather, too little rain, too much rain earlier, or other climatic 
idiosyncrasies. But to my eye, muted colors are just as beautiful as the bright ones. 
It’s the sheer wonder that this transformation occurs year after year that never gets 
old for me. Perhaps it’s analogous to the wonderment I used to feel when bathing 
my small children many years ago—that after accumulating the grubbiness of a day’s 
activities, they could emerge from the bath each night as clean and shiny as the 
proverbial “new penny.” I still marvel at the concept of “wash and wear” children.

In both cases, I guess it’s a matter of acknowledging and appreciating the 
pleasures of day-to-day living. Oftentimes, the difficulties and problems of broader 
community—be it the state, the nation, or the world—seem overwhelming and 
unsolvable. Looking right outside my window not only gives me pleasure, but also 
reminds me that if problems are looked at from all perspectives and broken down 
into small enough pieces, we can each find ways to contribute to solutions. This is 
particularly true in the small Vermont communities such as East Montpelier where 
opportunities to engage in directing our local day-to-day civic lives abound.

So as the cold weather months approach—often bringing with the darkness 
more time to try something new—think about ways you might contribute to this 
community that gives us all so much. Getting involved is easy, interesting, and fun. 
Ask around. In the meantime, enjoy the peacefulness of “twig season” and hope for 
lots of snow.

— Edie Miller

Ed Day: Grateful Thanks
For several years, Ed Day has been the loyal, final proofreader of the Signpost, assuring 
as much as possible that the rules of grammar, syntax, and good writing practice are 
in place in the paper you read six times a year. He and Joanna, who have moved to 
Rhode Island, will be greatly missed. 

Butler Farm by Susan Bull Riley
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It all began with YES. That’s right. At U-32 Rachael Phillips 
knew a student who had participated in YES—Youth Exchange 
and Study Abroad. This organization places American high 
school students in countries with large Muslim populations in 
other parts of the world. Its mission is to foster cross-cultural 
understanding. Rachael learned of this student’s experience 
and wanted to make it her own, so she applied during her 
junior year and was accepted to go to Sarajevo, Bosnia, for her 
senior year. Though her parents were supportive of this plan, 
her father, Nathan Phillips, said he asked her several times if 
she had thought about all she would miss if she didn’t spend 
her senior year at U-32. Her answer was “Yes, but if I don’t go, 
think of all the things I’ll miss.”

As it turned out, she had a wonderful year. She attended 
an international school in Sarajevo where her classes were in 
English. But she was intent on learning to speak the language 
there, sometimes called BCS (Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian), so 
she studied the language at school and asked her host family 
not to use English with her at home. She learned the language 
so well that when she returned to Bosnia with her family this 
past summer, she served as their guide and interpreter.

Rachael became enthralled with Bosnia during her year-
long stay and took the opportunity to return for a visit there 
after her first year of college. Inspired by Rachael’s enthusiasm, 
the Phillips family—father Nathan, mother JoAnn, and sister 
Katie—decided to travel with her this summer, first to Bosnia 
and then to Croatia. “In Sarajevo,” JoAnn said, “we mostly 
followed her around.” They all loved the city with its open 
markets and laid-back cafés where you could sip a little cup 
of rich Bosnian coffee and linger as long as you wanted. They 
visited war museums in this now-reconstructed city and 
enjoyed the scenery afforded by this picturesque area, where 
the business district is located on the valley floor and the 
residential streets wind around and up the sides of steep 
mountains. Though the Muslim call to prayer floats over the 
whole city five times each day, “it is a city where all ethnicities 
get along, and a mosque and a Catholic church stand side by 
side,” Katie explained.

Outside the city they visited various sites. They went to 
the Kravice waterfall which flows in a huge 180° semicircle 
and visited the headwaters of the Buna River where an ancient 
Dervish cottage stands. They also visited Medjugorje, which 
has become a popular shrine since 1981 when, it is believed, 
six children saw the Virgin Mary there. They saw the historic 
arching bridge at Mostar that separates the Muslim and 
Catholic parts of that city.

The Phillips left Sarajevo in a rental car and drove the 
winding roads of Bosnia and then Croatia, following the coast 
of the Adriatic, the sea on one side and the mountains on the 
other. That was an unforgettable adventure in itself because 
of the steep mountainsides and the habits of the other drivers 

who didn’t slow down for the hairpin turns or the narrow 
places in the roads.

They arrived at Dubrovnik, Croatia, where Rachael is now 
attending college. They enjoyed this city as well, noting the 
narrow cobblestone streets that sometimes turned into 
nothing but a staircase to dwellings high on the hills. When 
they walked on the wall of the old part of the city, it was 103°, 
and they were ready for a dip in the Adriatic. 

How did it happen that Rachael returned to Croatia? 
Because she had grown to love this part of the world, 
she wanted to spend more time there. As a student at 
Northeastern University, she was able to arrange to go to a 
college in Dubrovnik for a semester. She has been honored as 
a University Scholar at Northeastern, so her request received 
special consideration, and she is able to continue her studies in 
international relations and economics there.

The Phillips family had a great time and was especially 
pleased to spend two weeks traveling as a family of four and 
then spending two weeks together at home in East Montpelier 
before Rachael returned to the part of the world that seems to 
be becoming her second home.

— Barbara Ploof lives on Barnes Road with her husband Allen.

The Phillips Family Travels

Photo of Katie and Rachael Phillips by JoAnn Phillips 
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John readily credits Grace, an RN, with being the major 
organizer and manager when they started—all while she was 
steaming off wallpaper, making the old farmhouse more livable, 
and working full time. In a 1992 Signpost article "From Cars to 
RVs—John Mekkelsen Liked to Sell!" Rosendo Cueto said, “John, 
the super salesman, could probably sell snow to an Eskimo.” 
The steady growth over the years clearly documents that 
outstanding ability.

 During its history, Mekkelsen RV has experienced 
substantial changes in the vehicles themselves, in the market, 
and in the ways they are used. The motorhomes and travel 
trailers now feature "slide outs” that expand the bedroom 
and kitchen spaces to increase total footage by 300–400 
square feet. Some also have two-foot-high “basement” storage 
space giving campers plenty of room for all their gear. They 
also feature new and innovative appliance alternatives such 
as compact washers and dryers, fireplaces, island kitchens, 
pull-out faucets, surround sound systems, solar panels, and 
flat-screen TVs. These RVs are truly traveling homes, effectively 
using every square inch of space.

The RV market covers a wide range of age and lifestyles. 
Younger persons have changed from sleeping on the ground 
in tents, to more comfortable pop-ups. Middle agers with 
children graduate to travel trailers, and those in their fifties 
and older have savings they can invest in motor homes. Auto 
manufacturers have also created more sturdy models to tow 
these more substantial RVs. Bruce expects the baby boomers, 
millennials, and Gen-Xers to be more interested in RVs than 
previous generations. He sees them as more interested in 
creature comforts and feeling more at ease with leisure time 
than those who grew up during World War II and the 1950s. 
He and Connie are optimistic about the continued success of 
Mekkelsen RV.

Rental usage has also become more varied. Travel and 
camping vacations still dominate, but some campgrounds will 
let an RV stay for a month but only charge for weekend use, 

eliminating the need to tow back and forth. Family reunions 
rent one or more units so folks can have their own private 
space when they need relief from a heavy schedule or from 
some challenging dynamics. And there are occasional “special 
needs.” One woman rented a motor home and hired a driver to 
drive her and her cat—who would not fly—to Reno!

Not surprisingly, their business interacts with the general 
economy. When money is tight, people shift from purchase 
to rental. When gas prices are high, they use RVs more locally 
and for shorter periods of time. The 2008 recession had a 
noticeable impact on their business, but Mekkelsen RV has 
bounced back and continues to grow.

 Bruce likes to say, “90 percent of our sales are within a 
90-mile radius,” and they deliver around Vermont. But now 
with the Internet and their fine website, that figure may have 
dropped to 85 percent. A distant customer may see a special 
model they have been looking for. Recently, for example, a 
Florida couple flew up to buy a Born Free motorhome. 

They all feel good about the business staying in the family 
for a third generation. Olivia, oldest daughter of Bruce and 
Laurie Mekkelsen, is at the University of Vermont majoring 
in business. She certainly will be joining a strong team with 
an enviable track record. Furthermore, we East Montpelier 
folks are pleased to know that this prosperous, family-owned 
and -operated enterprise will continue to be an important 
component of our local economy. 

Mekkelsen RV is open for sales and rentals 9:00–6:00 
Monday through Saturday and 11:00 to 4:00 on Sunday at 
2419 Route 2. Telephone 223-3684 or 800-300-3684. If you are 
interested, drop in or check them out on the web at rvvt.com. 

— Art and Jo Chickering, with Alan, Susan, Peri, and Nancy, 
moved from Plainfield to East Montpelier in 1964 at the end of 
what later became Chickering Rd. They left for points south in 

1977 and returned in 1996.

Mekkelsen RV, continued from page 1

Paulie’s Recipe
Apple Dumplings—Ruth Dwinell

1 egg
1 cup sugar
1 cup sour cream
1 teaspoon soda
½ teaspoon salt
flour
nutmeg and allspice
apples sprinkled with sugar and cinnamon

Mix first five ingredients with flour until spoon will stand in the 
dough. Fill a two quart baking dish nearly half full with sliced 
apples sprinkled with sugar and cinnamon. Pour dough over 
apples, bake in moderate oven and serve with Hard Sauce.

Hard Sauce
a piece of butter the size of an egg
1 tablespoon flour
1 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons maple sugar, or brown sugar may be used
1 tablespoon vinegar

Melt the butter, stir in flour and other ingredients and add 
boiling water until creamy.
(From the Community Cookbook of the Friendly Circle, North 
Montpelier)
Paulie’s comments: One teaspoon of lemon zest and 2 
tablespoons lemon juice add a fresh flavor. The dough takes 
almost 2 cups of flour. (The dough will be quite stiff.) I can 
hardly wait to try this dough with other fruits and berries.
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would go on annual hikes with a group of friends. They would 
hike hut-to-hut in the White Mountains, spending two or 
three nights each trip. In spite of being the only kid, he kept 
up pretty well with the men and was always wildly enthusiastic 
upon arriving at each hut. Since his parents are avid horse 
people, he has enjoyed riding, watching many of his parents’ 
polo games in Waitsfield and even fox hunting. He also plays 
ice hockey with the Capitol Hockey League and disc golf with 
friends.

Neil likes people, loves to go to parties, and gets really 
excited about the opportunity to pursue new interests. Five 
years ago, he discovered that Central Vermont American Red 
Cross puts on monthly dances with live music and a potluck 
dinner. He has rarely missed a dance since and has made many 
new friends. He also has joined the Central Vermont chapter of 
the Special Olympics, participating in basketball and soccer. A 
few weeks ago his soccer team won a gold medal at the Special 
Olympics Games held in South Burlington. He has just joined 
the Norwich University Unify Fitness Club, which is a Vermont 
Special Olympics program. This program focuses on one-to-
one mentorship, healthy living meetings, and social activities.

Neil leads a busy life during the week, living in Moretown 
and working in Waitsfield and is involved with activities of 
the Upper Valley Services. He spends his days with his day 

coach, Matt, working at Bisbee’s Hardware, which he has been 
doing for 24 years, and serving lunch and preparing Meals on 
Wheels at the Waitsfield Senior Center. I understand that most 
weekdays he can be found sitting at the head of the table with 
the seniors. He shares his home with Bryan and Jennelle, his 
home-care providers. An interesting fact about Neil is that he 
was one of the first employees at American Flatbread Pizza and 
was the “box manager,” responsible for folding all of the boxes 
that were used for the frozen pizzas. Amazingly, because of his 
speed at folding and the system he developed, Neil was the 
only person capable of folding more than 1,000 boxes a day. 
That job ended when American Flatbread sold its frozen pizza 
line to an out-of-state company.

Weekends he spends with his parents, taking walks with the 
dogs, helping with the horses, and doing many of the chores 
required for country living. Neil is very involved in church 
activities at The Old Meeting House.

Neil’s life is full and rich. He is a man of high values, 
passionately embraces new things, and he is never afraid to 
express his own feelings. His parents are always encouraging 
and support him in pursuing his interests.

— Linda Cueto lives on Murray Road with her husband, Jeff.  
She is a close friend of the Rauhs, enjoys outdoor activities, and 

has been an active participant in many of Neil’s adventures 
along the way.

Neil Rauh, continued from page 1

Did you know that we have a touch of Scotland right here in 
East Montpelier? Fertile Acres Farm, run by Bruce and Claudia 
Fitch, along with their son Bob and his wife Christine, dots  
our landscape with beautiful Highland cows that they raise  
for beef.

The Fitch’s farm dates way back to the 1800s when it 
operated as a dairy farm. In 1984, the farm ceased dairying and 
kept a few Highlands around to provide beef to the family. In 
2012, Bruce and Claudia reopened the farm as a beef operation.

Why Highlands? Bob tells us that Highlands are hardy, 
calve easily, yet mature slowly. The Fitches cross-breed with 
Red Angus, resulting in cows that develop more quickly while 
maintaining all of the positive Highlander traits such as beef 
quality and love of getting their heads scratched while enjoying 
interaction with people. 

Their herd consists of about 20 cows per year. If you are 
thinking about raising beef cows, Bob tells us that young cows 
are fairly easy to come by; however, you need 1.5–2 acres per 
cow. You’ll need $600 per weaned calf, water, fencing, winter 
feed, and shelter in-place.

A piece of advice for starting out: Ask a neighbor for advice! 
Vermont has plenty of helpful, smart farmers who are always 
willing to help out.

Fertile Acres Farm sells all cuts of grass-fed beef—from 
tenderloin to skirt steak, ribeye to hamburger. You can 
purchase a half or whole cow, individual one-pound packages 
or in bulk boxes. You can find their beef at Old Soul Farm in 
Barre and the Plainfield and Barre farmers’ markets. They are 
also available by phone or email to place an order. 

The Fitches would love to chat with you about raising 
beef cows. You can call them at 223-2813 or email them 
at ferileacresfarm@gmail.com. Check out their website: 
fertileacresfarm.com

— Rachael Grossman is the coordinator of East Montpelier Eats

Fertile Acres

Photos by Bob Fitch 
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Many, many years ago when we were all a lot younger and 
many of us had small children, we dreamed of having maids, 
cooks, housekeepers, and handymen to help with the details 
of life. Finances didn’t allow that, but a few of us on Brazier 
Road and the surrounding area realized that if we made an 
easy, large amount of food one week and invited our neighbors, 
then we could have a meal at someone else’s home for many 
weeks afterwards. So the Brazier Road "co-housing" meals 
began and continued weekly for an amazingly long time. 
We had a "neighborhood coordinator" who sent out emails 
with dates and reminded us to RSVP so the host would have 
enough food. The only rules were:

1. keep it simple (pasta with tomato sauce was the bar)
2.  stay only as long as you could (you could even do take-

out if life was too hectic)
3. no (or minimal) politics
4.  if you attended, you also needed to offer a dinner or to 

contribute to the community in some way. For example, 
an elderly neighbor who didn't feel she could host, 
brought desserts to others‘ homes.

As the children and we, too, got older, the weekly 
happenings began to wane, but at some point were 
reinvigorated with new life as dinners whenever anyone 
had the time or inclination. Again, we have a self-chosen 

coordinator who bugs us and reminds us. Over the years 
we have tried potlucks, or semi-potlucks so there is less of a 
burden on one person or family. We also have tried offering 
other neighborhood activities besides eating, such as kayaking 
or sharing house projects.

Besides getting good meals, the benefits of neighborhood 
gatherings are numerous. Once you have eaten, laughed, and 
shared stories together, it is so much easier to ask for or to offer 
a helping hand, to lend or borrow tools, to share overabundant 
garden produce, etc. It feels safer, knowing that we all keep an 
eye out, because we tend to know when vacations are. It feels 
joyous celebrating the new babies and supportive when there 
is illness or death.

It can start by one person offering an invitation for a meal 
or setting up a time to help a neighbor in need. It does not 
need to be complicated. As the world gets more complex 
and feeling out of control, neighborhood groups are a great 
way to bring it close to home, to take care of ourselves and to 
appreciate the diversity of our neighbors in East Montpelier.

— Renee & Doug Kievit-Kylar live on Brazier Road.

The Joy of a Neighborhood Group

November 15 is Tax Day 
The first installment of East Montpelier property taxes 
is due on November 15, 2017. Tax payments must be 
received at the town offices before 5 p.m. on the 15th 
to avoid late fees and penalties. There are a number of 
ways to pay:

1.  In person at the Town Office by check, cash, debit 
or credit card

2.  Inserted in the Town Office drop slot at the back 
door after working hours

3.  Via mail; it’s important to remember that 
payments postmarked November 15, but not 
received that day, WILL be assessed late and 
penalty fees.

4.  Credit or Debit card Online using Noble Pay Portal 
on the Town’s website at http://eastmontpeliervt.
org/make-payment/noble-pay-portal/.

Any questions can be directed to Town Treasurer Don 
Welch at 802-223-3333.

Eagles Soaring

Riley Flynn and Devin Burroughs earned the rank of Eagle Scout in 
August. A Boy Scout troop and Cub Scout pack are active again 
in East Montpelier. Contact darryl@red-garland.com for more 
information.

Illustration by Hal Mayforth
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Twin Valley Senior Center 
We want to thank the many who have donated fresh garden vegetables and 

berries to the center this summer and fall. Some of the items were processed for the 
freezer, fresh vegetables were enjoyed at center meals, and, last but not least, pickles 
are being made to be enjoyed through the fall and winter months. 

Twin Valley Senior Center will be closed on Veterans Day, Saturday, November 11, 
but we will be celebrating the day on Friday, November 10 (see calendar). We invite 
all veterans to be our guests for a free roast pork dinner. The public is invited, also, to 
join us, and other guests will include Barre Elks Club members. We greatly appreciate 
the support of Edward Jones and Financial Advisor Morgan Adams of Berlin who 
have been the sponsors of this event for the last four years. Please join us in our 
Salute to Our Heroes. 

The Great Hunter and Community Breakfast Buffet will be held on the first day 
of the hunting season, November 11 from 5:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The menu includes 
eggs, pancakes, bacon, sausage, biscuits, coffee, and more. Look for our flyers around 
your local stores, our newsletter, Facebook and web site twinvalleyseniors.org.

Comments Sought on Revised Town Plan
The Planning Commission is updating our 2013 East Montpelier Town Plan, which 
expires in June 2018. Several new items of interest to citizens are a “Future Land Use 
Map,” a state requirement, and a more precise identification of scenic views in the 
Scenic Resources section. The new plan will also include, by reference, the new East 
Montpelier Village Master Plan, and a new draft energy plan developed by the Energy 
Committee. A draft of the revised Town Plan is expected to be completed by January 
2018. Your comments are always welcome.

East Montpelier Historical Society
November 20, 6:00 p.m. at the Old Brick Church in East Montpelier Village, a 
potluck dinner will be held, followed by a presentation by David Book “One Family's 
Civil War Story” and a brief meeting. All are welcome. Bring a dish to share and your 
own place setting.

This will be our last program for 2017. Programs begin again in February 2018. For 
more information call 454-7328 or 223-6466.

PO Box 157, East Montpelier, VT 05651
Phone: 802-223-3313

Office Hours: Mon–Thurs 9 am–5 pm

Town Offices

Town Clerk: Rosie Laquerre 
eastmonttct@comcast.net

Town Treasurer: Don Welch  
eastmonttr@comcast.net

Town/Zoning Administrator:  
Bruce Johnson, eastmontadmin@comcast.net 

Hours: Mon–Fri 9 AM–5 PM

Fire Permits: EMFD 225-6247

First Constable/Animal Control Officer:  
Sandy Conti 479-3169

Assistant Animal Control Officer: 
Elliott Morse 839-8723

Listers: Rob Chickering,  
Ross Hazel, Chris Racanelli  

223-3313 x206,  
eastmontlstr@comcast.net

Health Officer: Dave Grundy 476-4300

Service Officer: Rachael Grossman 223-3177

Selectboard

Seth Gardner, Chair
sethbgardner@hotmail.com

 Carl Etnier  Gene Troia
 Kimberly Swazey Amy Willis

Planning Commission

Jean Vissering, Chair, 223-3262

Development Review Board

Richard Curtis, Chair
rcurtis841@comcast.net

U-32 Jr./Sr. High School

Kari Bradley, kbradley@u32.org
Karen Bradley, kabradley@u32.org

Elementary School

Rubin Bennett, Chair 
rubin@rbtechvt.com

  Darci Coleman-Graves  Lindy Johnson 
  Flor Diaz-Smith  Stephen Looke

State Representative

Kimberly Jessup, 249-9306
kjessup@leg.state.vt.us

                Wild Turkeys
Afternoons, a sisterhood of turkeys

furrow across the hay field,
followed by their twenty-two poults.

I watch from the back doorway, waiting
to realize a culling that never occurs.

One by one they hop, disappear
into the thick woods beyond,

then fly up to the outstretched limbs
of old trees, above yipping coyote pups,

in the fusty den below.

In Winter, I pass by the old Sparrow Farm.
In shadow, under the long,

low pine branches seesawing the wind,
five turkeys circle the trunk, stretching

their skinny necks to pick at patchy snow,
tossing aside wind-snapped twigs.

I watch them from a weed-choked ditch,
they raise their red-tipped heads,  

then scurry to the wooded hillside beyond.

Photos by Gary Ann Lewis

— Molly Power lives on Evermore Farm in East Montpelier with  
her husband John Ordway. She writes fiction and poems.
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Merry Schmidt has 18 watercolor paintings in an exhibit at the 
Parish House Gallery at the Old Meeting House in East Montpelier 
Center. The show is called Here and There and includes paintings 
related to Vermont and other places she has visited. Her works 
will be on display until December 1. Regular gallery hours are 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10–3:00 and Sundays from 8 until 
noon. For more information contact Merry at (802) 223-2550.

East Montpelier is home to many artists. Currently, the work of two of our painters is readily available for local viewing.

Another local artist, Wendy Soliday, is exhibiting her work at Central Vermont Medical Center through November. Wendy quit 
her day job as a school counselor about ten years ago to pursue her new-found passion. She loves to paint on location and can 
often be seen shivering by the roadside, trying to capture the changing light and colors of the farms and fields of East Montpelier. 
Wendy’s work has been exhibited nationally and internationally. 

Old Meeting House by Merry Schmidt 

Local Artists on Display

Late Ski, Morse Farm by Wendy Soliday Turrenne Turkeys by Wendy Soliday

Irises by Merry Schmidt 
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Town Weathervane
 MILESTONES

Births 
• Truman Odell Morse, son, born in July 2017 to Brooke MacDonald 

& Andy Morse
• Ryden David Murphy, son, born in Aug 2017 to Mia & Matthew 

Murphy
Deaths
• Jeannette Harris died in Aug 2017
Property Transfers
• Central VT Habitat for Humanity to Nicholas Dentico & Stephanie 

Boucher, residence & 1 acre, US2
• Fairmont Dairy LLC to Vermont Land Trust & Vermont Housing & 

Conservation Board, 360 acres, Drake Rd
• Vermont Housing & Conservation Board to Vermont Agency of 

Agriculture Food & Markets, executory interest, 360 acres, Drake Rd
• Jeffrey & Charlotte Greene to Seth Gardner, residence & 66.05 acres, 

Old Trail Rd
• Eric Ryea & Donna Smyers to Elizabeth Knapp, residence & 14.8 

acres, Adamant
• Francis Farmer Estate to Robin Copping, residence & 0.8 acres, 

VT14S
• Eric Duprey & Kimberly Duprey to Eric Duprey & Mally Duprey, 

residence & 4.9 acres, Haggett Rd
• Jean Boucher to Dennis & Jean Driscoll, residence & 2.41 acres, 

Maplewood Rd
• Carol Weinreich to David Smith, 84 acres, Country Club Rd
• David Freeman to Lawrence Laquerre, Jr, residence & 10.56 acres, 

US2
• Phillip & Jessica Heinz to Fecteau Homes, mobile home, Walbridge 

Rd
• Matthew Stiles & Teal Church to Lawrence Miller II & Sarah Jordan, 

residence & 11.9 acres, County Rd
• Erika Curtis to Jody Stryker & Stephen Sheeler, residence & 5.6 acres, 

Haggett Rd
• David & Virginia Burley to Burley Living Trust, residence & 62 acres, 

Sanders Circle
• Valerie Hamel & Brian Morse to David & Hannah O'Brien, residence 

& 4.62 acres, Brazier Rd  

 SELECTBOARD

August 7, 2017 — Motions Passed:
• to accept the Gorman Brothers chloride delivery agreement and 

authorize Town Administer Johnson to complete the agreement 
made with the Gorman Brothers chloride delivery system

• to set the 2017-18 property tax rates at 2.5045 for resident 
(homestead) properties and 2.2192 for non-resident properties

• to authorize TA Johnson to take the listed parcels to tax sale 
• to authorize Treasurer Don Welch to renew the cemetery 

commission CD for two years, using his best judgment
• to authorize Chair Gardner to sign, form, and designate TA Johnson 

as the LUCA (Local Update of Census Addresses) liaison to manage 
the process

• to interview Rosie Laquerre and Iphagainia (Iphy) Tanguay for the 
town clerk position

• to appoint Alice Dworkin to the Development Review Board and 
Mark Lane to the Rural Roads Vegetation Assessment Project 
Advisory Committee

• to enter executive session to discuss TA Johnson’s letter of 
resignation

• to sign a response to Mr. Johnson’s letter to be delivered by Ms. 
Swazey

• to continue the meeting at 6 p.m. on Friday, August 11, 2017 at the 
Town Office

August 11, 2017, continuation of August 7 meeting — 
Motions passed:
• to enter executive session to discuss candidates for the town clerk 

position
• to offer the town clerk position to Rosie Laquerre with a salary of 

$46,500.00 plus benefits, and should she decline, to extend the same 
offer to Iphy Tanguay

• to sign a letter of appreciation to CJ Flynn
• to continue the meeting to Monday, August 14, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
August 14 continuation of meeting of August 7 —  
Motions passed:
•  to enter executive session to discuss personnel issues 
• to sign a response to TA Johnson’s letter of Aug. 11
August 21, 2017 — Motions Passed:
• to adopt the Town of East Montpelier Delinquent Tax Collection 

Policy, including the Notice of Abatement of Taxes
• to authorize Chair Gardner to sign the “Landowner Signature Sheet” 

and the certification statement regarding overshadowed property 
owners for the state water and wastewater permit amendment 
package affecting the town-owned Benton parcel to be submitted 
August 21, 2017 by Central VT Habitat for Humanity

• to authorize Treasurer Welch to apply for a credit card on behalf of 
Road Foreman Guthrie Perry

• to appoint Rosie Laquerre as the East Montpelier Town Clerk for the 
term of September 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018

• to allow Ms. Laquerre to finish up work for her former employer as 
she becomes town clerk, as no conflict is evident

• to enter Executive Session to discuss employment related issues
• to offer TA Johnson a contract extension as of July 1, 2017 including 

a 3%/year salary increase, a 30% of health insurance premium value 
stipend in lieu of taking the town’s health insurance offering, and a 
$16,000 severance package to start, increasing by $5,000/year

• TA Johnson declined the SB’s offer after which there was a motion 
to accept Mr. Johnson’s letter of resignation which died for lack of a 
second.

September 11, 2017 — Discussion issues:
• many citizens, concerned with news that the SB and Town 

Administrator are having difficult contract talks, spoke about the 
good work of TA Bruce Johnson

• SB and funding request committee discussed process for this fall
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• consultants working on a study of the Towne Hill/Brazier/Gallison Hill 
Roads intersection reported on their work and took public 
comments

Motions passed:
• to apply for a municipal planning grant to aid in updating zoning 

regulations to correspond to updated town and village plans
• to designate Carol Etnier as the town delegate to the VLCT annual 

meeting
• to authorize TA Johnson to sign the winter salt contract with Cargill 

at $69.91 per ton
• to submit requests for reimbursement to VTrans for Murray Road 

culvert and the County Road paving work
• to authorize a reduction in the grand list of $29 based on an 

inadvertent error. 
• to approve access permit #17-038 for the Clarke family to move the 

curb cut for their planned residential development on Dodge Road
• after moving to enter and then leave executive session, the board 

agreed to sign the five-year contract for TA and ZA with Bruce 
Johnson starting July 1, 2018 as presented 

 PLANNING COMMISSION

August 3, 2017 — Discussion items:
• Update of Town Plan for 2018 including examination of future land 

use map with Eric Vorwald – CVRPC
• Update of LaPerle Farm property: $10,000 grant to have a feasibility 

study and financial analysis of property
• Energy Committee has submitted a draft Energy Plan to the State
September 7, 2017 — Discussion items:
• TA Johnson will coordinate updates to Hazard Mitigation Plan
• Review several sections of planned update of Town Plan
Motions passed:
• to approve 9/7/17 draft of EM Village Master Plan
• to apply for a 2018 municipal planning grant to help with zoning 

work 

 DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

June 27, 2017 — Motions passed:
• to approve application #17-022 from Susan Witham to subdivide 

Bradley Witham’s 11.8-acre residential property located at 1974 Bliss 
Road into two lots: a new building lot of 5 +/- acres served by an 
access easement; and, a remainder lot of 6.8 +/- acres and existing 
structures with frontage on Bliss and Center Roads. 

• to approve application #17-027 from Susan Atwood-Stone to 
subdivide her 29.3-acre residential property located at 504 County 
Road. This proposal will divide the parcel into two lots: Lot 2, a new 
building lot of 12.3+/- acres with 745 feet of frontage on County 
Road; and, remainder Lot 1 of 17.0+/- acres and existing structures 
with 882 feet of frontage on County Road. 

• to grant the variance for Application #17-030 from Brooke 
MacDonald and Andrew Morse to construct a woodshed on their 
property at 930 Brazier Road subject to the condition that the 
structure is only used for wood storage and that the structure has no 
sides. 

Andrew Greenwald announced that this was his last meeting as he is 
moving to Arizona. The Chair thanked him for his service to the DRB. 

 EAST MONTPELIER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOARD 

August 21, 2017
• Discussion item: direction of Act 46 committee; no action taken
• Motion passed to approve the transfer of $90,886 from the General 

Fund balance to the Capital Improvement Fund
August 30, 2017, special meeting — Motions passed:
• to approve the structure to be used for selecting representatives for 

the new Act 46 Committee
• to approve the charge for the new Act 46 Committee with amended 

language
• to table action on a community survey: board likes the idea of 

surveying, but not the survey presented
• to appoint Flor Diaz-Smith as the board member on the Act 46 

Committee
September 8, 2017
• A motion was passed to appoint Emily Goyette to be the 

community representative on the Act 46 committee 

 U-32 School Board

August 2, 2017— Motions Passed:
• to enter executive session to discuss a legal issue – no further action 

taken
August 30, 2017 — Motions passed:
• to appoint two people to represent U-32 on the advisory group 

looking at Act 46
• to enter executive session to discuss a student issue
• to accept the principal’s recommendation with regard to the student 

issue (in open session)

Photo by Terry J. Allen
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Call for a free consultation 
 

Winterwood Timber Frames, LLC 
Andy Harper 

802-353-6111 
 

Winterwoodtimber@gmail.com 
Winterwoodtimberframes.com 

 Custom Designed & Handcrafted 
 

 Specializing in Energy Efficient Homes 
 

 Committed to Local Natural Resources 
 

 General Contracting Services Traditional Vermont 
Homes & Outbuildings 

Maple Syrup • Vermont Products • Country Store
Corporate Gifts • Woodshed Theatre • Folk Art

1168 COUNTY ROAD, MONTPELIER, VT 05602
1-800-242-2740 • WWW.MORSEFARM.COM

Thanks a lot for your continued support!

The Mother Hen, LLC
——— An Air B & B ———
www.airbnb.com/c/dglottmann

Deborah Glottmann, Owner
210 Center Road
East Montpelier, VT 05602
802.249.7227 Fax 802.229.1911
themotherhenllc@gmail.com
Come enjoy the quiet and serenity...
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Links to Other Town Information

CALENDAR
Fri. Nov. 10, 12:15 p.m. Veterans’ Day Dinner for veterans 
and all community members, Twin Valley Senior Center
Sat. Nov. 11, 5–11 a.m. Hunter & Community Breakfast, 
Twin Valley Senior Center
Mon. Nov. 20, 7 p.m. EM & Calais Hist. Societies present 
One (Cabot) Family’s Civil War Story, Old Brick Church, 
potluck at 6 p.m.
Thurs. Nov 23, 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. seatings, Free 
community Thanksgiving dinner open to all, Crossroads 
Christian Church, call 279-6225 for reservations

IMPORTANT DATES
Wed. Nov. 15 by 5 p.m. first installment of property taxes due to 
avoid late fees and penalties, Town Office
Thurs.–Fri. Nov. 23–24, Thanksgiving Holiday, Town Office closed
Mon. Dec 25, Christmas Holiday, Town Office closed
Mon. Jan 1, 2018, New Year’s Day, Town Office closed
Tues. Jan. 2, 2018, Dog Licenses available, Town Office

The deadline for the next issue of the Signpost is November 30.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Conservation Fund Advisory Committee as needed contact: blusig@aol.com /229-5441
Development Review Board (DRB) 1st Tues. 7:00 p.m. Town Office Building
East Montpelier Elementary School (EMES) Board  3rd Mon. 5:30 p.m.  Elementary School
East Montpelier Fire Department (EMFD)  Every Tues. 7:00 p.m.  EMFD Community Room
East Montpelier Historical Society  3rd Mon. 7:00/6:00 p.m.  Four Corners Schoolhouse/E. Calais
East Montpelier Senior Living Initiative  as needed  contact: rhazel@ezcloud.com
Four Corners Schoolhouse Association  2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Four Corners Schoolhouse
EMES Parent Teacher Neighbor Org. (PTNO)  2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.  Elementary School, Art Room
Planning Commission (PC)  1st & 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.  Town Office Building
Recreation Board  2nd Mon. 7:15 p.m.  Elementary School
Selectboard  1st & 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.  Town Office Building
U-32 School Board  1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.  U-32 School


