

















Vermont Heritayc Weekend

by Elliott and Florence Morse

Did you ever wonder what role East Montpelier played in
the Civil War or where our heroes and soldiers are buried?
What exactly was the “Great Rebellion™? Are you curious about
the history of our only surviving covered bridge, the Coburn
bridge? And did you know that North Montpelier, once known
as Rich’s Hollow, had large woolen mills in operation from the
early 1800°s until the late 1950°s?

If the answers to some of these questions are of interest to
you, you might want to set aside some time on June 19th and
20th which is Vermont Heritage Weekend. Here is how we in
East Montpelier got involved with Vermont Heritage Weekend.

Last September 23rd, some interested East Montpelier
people, led by Anne Ormsbee, met at the Four Corners
Schoolhouse and decided to rejuvenate the East Montpelier
Historical Society, which had been dormant for some ten years.
The group elected officers and discussed some goals of the new
organization. A letter was read inviting our reformed group to
the Brookfield Historical Society, so my wife Florence and I,
along with Fred and Nancy Strong, journeyed down past the
Brookfield floating bridge to the Marvin Newton House, built in
1830. Unbeknownst to us, this meeting had been called to
investigate interest in a weekend of history in the central
Vermont area. The meeting was attended by representatives
from the Vermont Historical Society along with people from
Brookfield, Tunbridge, Williamstown, Northfield and several
other towns. We returned to East Montpelier with this news
and a committee was formed consisting of the Strongs, Anne
Ormsbee and ourselves. The next meeting was held at the
Williamstown Historical Society with more towns represented
and heightened interest. We decided to call this venture the
Vermont Heritage Weekend. We had concerns about getting so
much done in such a short time. We also wondered how the
event would be funded. Fortunately, we got some exciting news
at our next meeting. We now have a sponsor, Cabot Farmers
Creamery, which is celebrating eighty continuous years of
operation in Vermont this summer. It seemed like combining
Vermont history with this anniversary would create a
magnificent celebration.

Vermont Heritage Weekend will begin with a reception
Friday evening, June 18th, at the Vermont Historical Society in
the Pavilion Building. The event will be open on Saturday from
10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 4:00 p.m. Cabot
Creamery will furnish each of the 37 participating historical
societies with crackers and wheels of Cabot cheese. They will
also furnish each town with publicity, publications, location
banners and commemorative buttons. Upon completion of this
project, each society will receive $250. Sandy Levesque will
coordinate the event for Cabot Creamery.

Highlights of the weekend include distribution of maps for
self guided tours of Hope Cemetery in Barre City, the burial of a
Northfield time capsule to be opened in 2098, a hands-on butter

making demonstration by folks from Waitsfield, a Waterbury
special exhibit of Civil War memorabilia and medical records
of Dr. Janes, renowned Civil War surgeon, a Montpelier exhibit
featuring mystery photos and George Dewey artifacts, a
Williamstown open house at their 1837 Universalist Church
Museum, a unique Randolph museum and many on-going
events such as a signing of Euclid Farnham’s “A Pictorial
History of Tunbridge™.

East Montpelier’s program for Saturday starts with a
walking tour of North Montpelier led by resident Maurice
Cerutti, followed by a discussion at the Coburn Bridge by David
and Paulie Coburn. The afternoon will feature old time music
singers led by Andrew Christiansen at the Old Meeting House.
(If you would like to lend your voice, please call Andrew.)
Historian Wes Cate will conclude the afternoon’s events with a
talk about the separation of East Montpelier from the village of
Montpelier in 1849.

Saturday evening, the ladies of the Old Brick Church will be
serving a delicious lasagna dinner. Sunday will start with a
historical talk in the Cutler cemetery by Elliott Morse. The
highlight of his talk will be stories of Vermont Civil War
soldiers, and he will also point out their gravestones. Civil War
buffs are invited to bring artifacts to share. Next, Fred Strong
will be on hand to talk about the Old Meeting House. The old
time singers will also perform again on Sunday. Washington
Electric Co-op is celebrating a 60th anniversary this year and
will have a speaker and many artifacts on hand throughout the
day. The Four Corners Schoolhouse will be open all weekend
with artifacts generously loaned by East Montpelier residents.

It seems a shame to wait until old age to gain an interest in
history. Here in East Montpelier, the elementary school has
been incorporating our Sesquicentennial into the teaching of
history. Jon Gailmor, musician, and Peter Burns, storyteller,
were hired to work with the students for two weeks. Students
wrote their own songs depicting historical events and these
songs were performed in concert. The school also had many
long-time residents come and tell the students stories of the
past.

We are looking for volunteers to help in every aspect of this
weekend. Please contact any member of the committee if you
are interested. Cabot plans to intensely promote this weekend,
along with the Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing,
the Chamber of Commerce, Yankee magazine, and Vermont
Life. Bus tour packages and brochures will soon be available.
Perhaps this will become an annual event. We hope so!

Long-time residents of East Montpelier, the Morses continue to
share their enthusiasm for the history of East Montpelier and
have encouraged others to participate in Sesquicentennial
events.
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