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Rally Day 2000 — Beats All Records
by Rachel Senachal and Jean Cate

September 9 was a spectacular day. The weather, the
crowd, the races, the market, our colorful little homegrown pa-
rade, the happy competition at the Signpost Auction, and the en-
thusiastic dance in the evening topped off by some of the most
brilliant fireworks many of us had ever seen - all these created a
sort of magic that made us glad to be a part of East Montpelier.
It was indeed a treat to see this Rally Day come into its own -
the 12th year after it was launched on a hurricane weekend in
1989.

At 7:30 when Paul Cate, Hobie Guion, and Jon Dunkling
arrived to set up the tents and parking signs, the fog was so thick
that we couldn’t see the Kings™ house across the road. By 9:30
the sun had chased the fog away and warm rays enveloped the
hundreds of people who attended Rally Day. The Fire Dept. La-
dies Auxiliary was ready with homemade cinnamon rolls,
donuts, and coffee donated by Capitol Grounds. Fitness buffs
ruled the early morning. Jeff Cueto led a five mile bike hike,
and runners ran in 1k and 5k races organized by Mark and Sue

Stephen. The winning runners were: (ages 5-7) Ryan Shea and
Ally George; (ages 8-10) Silas Chickering-Ayers and Alice Cur-
chin; (ages 11-12) Koby Dunkling and Lily Herzig: and 5k (12
and under) Will Karnedy; (ages 13-30) Hunter Kamedy and Liz
Stephen; (over 30) Harriet and Jim Shea. Prizes were donated
by Dudley’s Store, Pizza Joe, Video Box Office, and Onion
River Sports. Kids and adults entered their photos in six catego-
ries of the Photo Contest. Winners were by popular vote: An-
ders Christiansen - My Favorite Place; Emily Parker and Zoe
Christiansen - Gardens; Carmen Pudvah - Friends, Family &
Neighbors: Shirley Wright and Miranda Bushey - Scenics; Car-
men Pudvah and Erin Blosser - Pets; Zoe Christiansen and
Emily Parker—Close-ups. And did you see Sylvia Tosi’s photo
collage of her gardens, decorated with pressed fern and Queen
Anne’s lace? Kudos to Cathy Suskin for organizing this contest.
Zucchini, honeydew melon, eggplant, butternut squash, cu-
cumbers, a lemon, carrots, and celery appeared in imaginative
disguise for the Kids Decorating Contest. Every entry was a
winner with Becky Crandel’s equally creative awards. There
were games for kids, face painting, hair banding, bubbles, Jack
Pauly’s hoop shoot, and an amazing inflated Dalmatian for kids
to bounce in. Tom Brazier had promised that the Fire Dept.
would provide something fun for kids - and the jumping dog was
a huge hit. Then it was off to the Four Corners Schoolhouse
where Sandal Cate helped kids decorate bikes for the parade.
That home grown parade was a pleasure to watch: the kin-
dergarten class marching together, the many bike riders, and the
floats. Seth and Michelle Gardner always come through with a
nifty one, and did you see that shiny blue dolphin held high by
kids with lobsters on their heads? A North Montpelier neighbor-
hood group marched together, using the idea suggested in the
last Signpost. It was great fun, and Hobie Guion hopes you will

join him in next year's parade.

After the parade the Crossroads Christian Church served a
very well organized tunch, with the 4-H providing dessert. Then
it was on to the Four Corners Schoolhouse for an old fashioned
whist party with instruction, prizes and lemonade. Meanwhile
the kids and adults created a mural, and the Vincent Flats Blues
Band played on. While Sue Chickering and Jim Shea outlined
the soccer field in the Rec Field for the 2 pm game, several kids
played an impromptu game next door. It doesn’t take much to
get folks playing this popular sport!

The Craft Show and Farmers Market offered beautiful bas-
kets, pottery, wreaths, stained glass, painted slates, knitted
sweaters, sock monkeys, honey, vegetables and more. Jennifer
Boyer was responsible for putting this event together.

As the afternoon moved on, some folks made a visit to
David and Phoebe Houghton’s Center Road farm to see their old
breeds of spotted pigs, sheep and cattle. Others joined Paul Cate
for a mushroom walk behind the Elementary School. Then it
was off to the Old Brick Church to enjoy lasagna and brownies a
la mode, then racing back to the school to get in those last bids
on the array of items in the Signpost Auction.

The auction was extremely well organized and well sup-
ported this year, raising a record $2,886.75 towards the Signpost
budget. It succeeded because Deb Fillion and her team worked
so hard. They are Wendi Coburn, Kathie Hickman, Linda
Trono. Jean Vissering, Anna Saxman, Sue Mugford. with set-up
help from Jennifer Boyer. Rachel Senechal, and Jane Burroughs.
Thanks are also due the many who donated to the auction and
those who bid—and bid—and bid throughout the day. We were
all winners.

Many people came out for the Family Dance, with disc
jockey Dana Barber playing music for all ages. It was great to
see so many people dancing! But surely the climax to that beau-
tiful day came with the fireworks display. The spectacular show
was a gift to our town from Northstar Fireworks, and this was
the third year that Dave and DeeDee Swenson have made this
gift. We learned that folks all over town and even outside could
see the display. It was like a twenty minute finale to a great day.
Our thanks to the Swensons!

There are many others who helped carry out Rally Day, but
there is a little moral to this tale. After Rally Day last year,
twice chairman Rachel Senechal told us she needed a successor.
The Recreation Board agreed to help, but no one would chair.
Guess what - Rachel did it again this year. Next year HAS to be
different. If townspeople value this wonderful day, someone—
or a team of someones—needs to agree to put it together in
2001. ltistruly a fun job. Of course it takes time and some
phone calls, but it is one of the most energizing and rewarding
gifts you can give our town.

Let’s get a team together next spring to make Rally Day
2001 the best ever! Please, call Rachel Senechal (223-0539) or
Jean Cate (223-2951) NOW to say you’ll help.

A Rally Day footnote: for the third year a Citizen of the Year
was chosen and honored. How we were able to surprise Ra-
chel Senechal is a miracle! Well deserved, Rachel.
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SELECTBOARD PLANNING COMMISSION EAST MONTPELIER
Edie Miller, Chair, Carol Welch, Chair ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Tom Brazier, Tim Meehan August 2, 2000 Jan Aldrich, Chair, Lisa Rice, Cheryl Rus,

July 19, 2000
>Voted to rename the portion of TH#51
that runs between Drake and Fair Roads
Banfield Road.
>Voted to name the road off Northwood
Drive Elliott Pratt Rd.
>VLCT property and casualty insurance
liabilities were reviewed and appear to
provide the necessary minimum coverage.
>Ms. Betit noted a $45,000 bridge and
culvert grant was received from AOT
for Bennett Brook on Center Road. The
Town is responsible for 10% or $4,500.
August 2, 2000
>Heard report of Road Foreman Garand.
>Wes Cate spoke regarding the Voter
Participation Committee appointed by the
Selectboard to suggest ways to increase
participation in the voting process and
Town/School meetings. The committee is
working diligently. One suggestion was
that the Selectboard advertise budget
meetings more widely. The Selectboard
agreed to do this.
>Norma Raymond, Delinquent Tax
Collector, reported on the 29 delinquencies
totaling $72,000 she is collecting.
August 23, 2000
>The Alternative Sewage System request
from Sewage Officer Richard Czaplinski
for Lot #3 Sparrow Subdivision was
approved.
>Planning Commission requested Sign
Ordinance be discussed. Will be on
September 6th agenda.
>Brought up possibility of having some
kind of dog ordinance.

September 6, 2000
>Reviewed proposed Sign Ordinance with
Planning Commission members. Suggested
some changes to clarify language and
intent. Selectboard will support ordinance.
>Appointed Deborah Fillion to the
Funding Request Committee.
>Approved spending $695.53 to repair
front steps, replace steps on Kelton Road
side of building, wash exterior of building,
build two window screens, and scrape and
prime exterior of building.

AR

>Preliminary and final plat review of one-
lot with house subdivided off Ferrada
property on Morse Road. Approved.
>Approved renewal of junkyard license for
Montague.
>Approved preliminary and final plat
review of one-lot subdivided off Cerasoli
property on US 2.
September 7, 2000

>Accepted sketch plan for two-lot
subdivision off Carr property on Center
Road.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Claudia Bristow, Chair
July 24, 2000
>Heard request for setback variance for
Lori Rice to construct a 28" x 20" addition
to her barn on Jacobs Road. Hearing
recessed.
August 14, 2000
>Continued hearing Lori Rice’s request for
variance for barn addition. She has
changed request to addition of deck off
west side of barn. Will require a new
warning and hearing.
August 28, 2000
>Request by Sally Longhi for setback
variance for above ground pool at 170 Pine
Ridge Road. Granted.
>Request by James and Sheila LaPerle for
Conditional Use Approval for construction
of private residence off US 2 East on 1.27
acre lot divided off back of Cerasoli
property. Approved without conditions.
September 11, 2000

>Recessed hearing on Mark Lane’s request
for a variance to build a garage at 1575
Gould Hill Road.

EAST MONTPELIER TOWN
OFFICE

Phone: 223-3313
Email: EastMont@together.net

Clerk-Treasurer - Sylvia Tosi
Asst. Clerk-Treasurer - Pauline Coburn
Asst. Clerk - Ginger Hopkins
Administrative Assistant - Marlene Betit
(W & Th 9-5)
PO Box 157, E. Montpelier, VT 05651
(Office Hours: M-Th 9-5, F 9-12 noon)

Anna Saxman, Nancy Thomas
August 2, 2000
>Jan Aldrich reported that the Washington
Central Supervisory Union Executive
Board is recommending all boards meet
together four times a year on the third
Wednesday of the month. This will allow
presentations from the Central Office staff
to be made once for all boards. Each board
would then hold its own meeting in a
separate part of the building. The first
such meeting will be October 18th at U-32.
>Carol Randall reported that she and four
staff members attended the BEST Institute
in June. Cafeteria climate, bullying and
teasing are the two targets the staff will be
working on this year.
>A committee has been formed to assess
family child care needs before school
because of the 9:00 am starting of school.
>Rachel Grossman is working on a sub-
committee to get more voter participation
at Town Meeting and the school budget
process. The best time for people to come
to give input is before January.
>The Town Forum for discussion of the
school budget for FY01-02 will be January
4,2001.
August 22, 2000
>Will fund a child care program before
school begins each morning for two
months for up to forty children.
September 7, 2000

>Carol Randall reported on the three in-
service days held before school started.
Staff members who attended the BEST
Institute brought back information to share
with the staff on behavioral issues in the
cafeteria. Ron Rubin, a consultant at the
Crisis Prevention and Management Project,
spoke on building a strong school cuiture.
Laurie Reilly, school nurse, presented a
health training to the staff. The Standards
Linking project was the focus of the
second day.
>Reviewed bids from oil companies.
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